
 

 

2017 

The Year in Review 

The California Alliance for Community Energy brings together individuals and affiliated 

organizations committed to supporting and defending Community Choice energy programs in 

California that advance local clean energy for the environmental, economic, and social justice 

benefit of our communities. We blend passionate commitment to local benefits and decentralized 

clean energy resources with experience from the trenches of Community Choice implementation, 

thereby filling a unique and important role in the evolving ecosystem of Community Choice 

players.  

As 2017 ends, we reflect on the Alliance’s achievements and our impact on the evolution of 

Community Choice in California vis-à-vis the priorities set at the beginning of the year:  

Priority #1:  Promoting State-of-the-Art Community Choice programs. Articulating the 

value of Community Choice programs rooted in community needs is core to our mission:  

• Our May white paper, Key Value and Principles for Community Choice Programs, lays 

out the values and principles which form the basis of the community-focused programs 

and practices for which the Alliance advocates.  

• In December, we completed our “Guide to Creating 

State-of-the-Art Community Choice Programs,” 

which was released in January. Written for 

Community Choice advocates and practitioners, the 

Guide puts our values and principles at the center of 

organizing efforts to realize the local benefits a well-

designed Community Choice program can provide. 

The Guide also educates Community Choice 

directors, staff, and advocates on crucial structural 

and operational elements that characterize a state-of-

the-art program.  

• We evaluated the strengths and weaknesses of 

emerging practices, based on our key values and 

principles:  

◦ Our white paper, Utility-Grade Energy Services for Community Choice, examines 

Community Choice program management capabilities that help optimize local 

benefits while managing regulatory and market uncertainties.  

◦ Our memo on California Choice Energy Authority (CCEA) identifies significant 

concerns with the governance and operational structure of the CCEA business model. 

• Legislative action in Sacramento: 

◦ The Alliance organized opposition to SB 618, a bill that would have severely 

undermined the local autonomy of Community Choice programs by requiring the 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to approve their integrated resource 

plans. The bill was amended to remove this language.  

http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CACE-ValuesPrinciples_5-1-17.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/CACE-on-PortfolioManager_10-7-173.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/CACE-on-PortfolioManager_10-7-173.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CACE_SB_618_Oppose_Letter.pdf


 

 

◦ We organized opposition to both AB 813 and AB 276, nearly identical bills which 

would have required monopoly utilities to procure long-term renewable energy 

contracts at today's rates, then unfairly pass the costs on to Community Choice 

customers. These bills also contained troublesome attempts to “regionalize” control of 

California's electricity grid, effectively ceding state control over California electricity 

policy. These bills were placed on hold, for consideration in 2018.  

Priority #2:  Fixing the Transmission Access Charge (TAC). The current assessment of 

transmission access charges does not recognize the value of local renewable energy projects in 

avoiding long distance transmission costs. As a result, local generation of electricity is under-

valued in comparison with remote generation, creating a barrier to the development of local 

renewable energy assets. 

• Our February white paper, Position on Transmission Access Charges, explains the 

problem with current system of TAC assessments and how it undermines the 

development of local renewables by Community Choice programs.  

• We worked in coalition with the Clean Coalition to launch a legislative effort to fix the 

TAC problem. Our organizing around the resulting bill, SB 692, garnered wide support, 

but the bill was carried over into 2018 pending a California System Operator (CAISO) 

stakeholder process for fixing the TAC, in which the Alliance is participating.  

Priority #3:  Counteracting CPUC Bias against Community Choice. In 2017, we addressed 

the CPUC's systematic bias in favor of the monopoly utilities at the expense of Community 

Choice programs.  

• Our April white paper, CPUC Bias Favoring Monopoly Utilities Against Community 

Choice, explains how this bias saddles Community Choice programs with unfair costs 

and ensures a competitive advantage for the monopoly utilities.  

• In December, we mobilized against the CPUC’s efforts to freeze Community Choice 

through Resolution E-4907. We issued a position paper calling for retraction of E-4907 as 

an over-reach of the CPUC’s authority, and set up an online website to help people call on 

CPUC Commissioners and selected State legislators to withdraw the resolution. 

New Challenges in 2018  

Thanks to generous donor support, the Alliance was able to hire part-time staff, amplifying our 

voice in the movement to defend and strengthen Community Choice energy programs. Despite 

the impressive achievements of the Alliance, the rapid growth of Community Choice programs in 

2017, and the emergence of second generation programs committed to community-based energy 

development, significant challenges lie ahead. Already in 2018, we see the monopoly utilities 

and the CPUC stepping up their opposition on many fronts, creating new barriers to Community 

Choice as a new model of providing electricity services for California Communities. 

As always, existential threats as well as exciting opportunities loom on the horizon for 2018. We 

have already hit the ground running—and invite you to join and support these important efforts. 
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http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/CACE_AB813_Oppose_Letter_9.8.17.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CACE-TAC-position-2-14-17.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CACE_SB_692_Support_Letter.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CACE_CPUC-Bias-Against-Community-Choice_5-1-17.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CACE_CPUC-Bias-Against-Community-Choice_5-1-17.pdf
http://cacommunityenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/CACE-E-4907-Response_final.pdf
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/dont-let-cpuc-freeze-community-choice?source=direct_link&



