2024 @California Alliance
The Year in Review == for Community Energy

The California Alliance for Community Energy (CACE) is a statewide network of

activists and grassroots organizations committed to the support and defense of locally-controlled
and community-determined renewable energy programs. The common thread uniting Alliance
members is our mission to advance local clean energy for the environmental, economic, and
social justice benefits of our communities.

As we reflect on 2024, CACE continues to champion the transition toward locally controlled,
community-determined renewable energy. Our mission remains focused on the goals stated in
our mission. Throughout this year, we faced both familiar and new challenges, but our
commitment to advocating for decentralized energy models and energy justice has only
deepened. We saw progress in some areas, setbacks in others, but most importantly, we
strengthened our connections with others fighting for local, equitable energy resources and laid a
foundation for a promising future.

2024 Challenges

The Alliance's work to advance locally-driven community energy in 2024 has been made
difficult by a complex energy landscape, with numerous obstacles impacting our efforts to
promote community-controlled, equitable energy solutions.

Regulatory Hurdles: The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) continued to favor
centralized energy models in control of the investor-owned utilities (IOUs), which stifle the
growth of local energy initiatives and have raised rates for customers by over 30%. This year, we
encountered additional regulatory changes that have made it harder for communities to access
the benefits of renewable energy.

The CPUC Net Energy Metering 3.0 decision in December 2022, which decreased the value of
rooftop solar by 75%, was launched in April of 2023. Since it was launched, demand for rooftop
solar has declined 77-85%, and 17,000 jobs have been lost.

The CPUC went on to make changes to the virtual net energy metering program that makes it
economically disadvantageous to participate. They also put restrictions on the Community Solar
program that eliminated renters, schools and farmers from participation in that program.



Meanwhile, they granted the IOUs a number of rate increases in 2023- October, 2024. Despite a
9% decrease in July, 2024 those increases amounted to more than 25% for PG&E customers.
Legislative Setbacks: Several key legislative efforts aimed at advancing community energy
were unsuccessful in the California Assembly and Senate. Notably:
e AB 1999 (Irwin), which sought to repeal the fixed utility charge, had wide support but
ultimately died in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
e AB 3107 (Connolly), aimed at exempting microgrids from the restrictive
"over-the-fence" rule, was amended into a study bill, which later died in committee.
e SB 938 (Min), which focused on increasing transparency for private utilities, also failed
to pass in the Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee.
e SB 1374 (Becker), which proposed restoring on-site net metering for schools and
apartments, was vetoed by the Governor after passing the Senate and Assembly.

Increasing Costs for Vulnerable Communities: High-income customers are increasingly able
to "defect" from the traditional grid due to spiraling utility rates, installing rooftop solar along
with battery storage. Less privileged communities face rising energy costs, causing increasing
utility debt. This trend exacerbates existing inequalities and burdens on low-income families
with the financial consequences of an outdated, centralized energy model.

Leadership Transitions: After the loss of long-time coordinator, Al Weinrub in August, 2023,
the CACE steering committee decided to expand its numbers. By January 2024, 6 new
members were welcomed on board the Steering Committee. In February, CACE began the
search for a new Operations Coordinator as a priority. After an extensive search, we were
fortunate to hire Tekira Briscoe as our new Operations Coordinator in September. Tekira brings
valuable experience and energy to the role, helping to stabilize and support CACE’s ongoing
efforts. This transition came at a pivotal moment as we worked to maintain continuity while
navigating other leadership changes within the organization.

2024 Accomplishments

Despite these challenges, CACE made notable strides in advancing our mission. A few key
highlights include:

Thought Leadership: CACE Statewide Calls

CACE continued to provide valuable insights and leadership on key energy issues in California
through publications and statewide calls. Our webinars covered pressing topics such as the
continued struggle against the expansion of centralized utility control and the push for a more
community-driven energy future. Each presentation led to insightful comments and questions



from CACE members. Most of these presentations can be accessed through our website or our
You Tube page.

A sample of the year s statewide call topics and discussions:

(Jan) Building an Equitable, Resilient Energy Future from the Bottom Up - In this meeting,
Lorenzo Kristov discussed the need to transform electricity systems from a top-down model to a

bottom-up approach, emphasizing the importance of community resilience, energy justice, and
liberation from fossil fuels. He highlighted the role of distributed energy resource (DER)
technologies in enabling an equitable transition to clean local electricity, while addressing the
obstacles posed by outdated statutes and regulations that protect investor-owned monopolies.
Kristov provided a strategic framework for fostering customer- and community-focused energy
systems, drawing from his extensive experience in policy and market design.

Watch the Replay on YouTube

(May) Minimizing Transmission: Solutions for Exceeding 25% [ocal Energy - In this meeting,
Ben Schwartz, the policy director for the Clean Coalition, highlighted the challenges posed by

California's outdated electrical planning processes, which prioritize utility-scale generation and
expensive transmission infrastructure, contributing to high electricity rates and hindering
progress towards climate goals. He argued that a massive infrastructure build-out is neither
cost-effective nor efficient for addressing climate resiliency and rising energy costs, and
proposed solutions focused on achieving at least 25% local energy to realign California's energy
strategy.

Watch the Replay on YouTube

(June) Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant, 13 Faults, Cracked Pressure Vessel: What Could Go
Wrong? - This meeting focused on PG&E's application to renew the license for the aging Diablo
Canyon nuclear plant. Diane Curran and Linda Seeley from San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace
outlined the significant financial, environmental, and safety risks of keeping the plant
operational, emphasizing the long-term dangers for Californians and future generations. Curran,
a renowned nuclear safety advocate, shared her legal expertise on why this renewal poses a
serious threat.

Watch the Replay on YouTube

(September) How Bi-Directional EV Charging can Reduce Transmission Needs - This meeting
featured a discussion with Jose Torre-Bueno on how electric vehicles (EVs), through
bi-directional charging, can help reduce the grid's need for extensive transmission infrastructure.
The conversation highlighted the prevailing assumption by utilities and the CPUC that
electrification of transportation and buildings will significantly increase electricity demand,
requiring costly remote solar and wind generation facilities, leading to rate hikes. However,



http://cacommunityenergy.org
https://cacommunityenergy.org/portfolio-item/jan-25-2024-statewide-call-blueprint-for-a-bottom-up-clean-equitable-energy-transition/
https://youtu.be/v4wWAmJQ5Q4?feature=shared
https://cacommunityenergy.org/portfolio-item/may-23-2024-statewide-call-minimizing-transmission-solutions-for-exceeding-25-local-energy/
https://youtu.be/WyQWUDufhOM?feature=shared
https://cacommunityenergy.org/portfolio-item/jun-27-2024-statewide-call-diablo-canyon-built-on-13-faults-cracked-pressure-vessel-what-could-go-wrong/
https://cacommunityenergy.org/portfolio-item/jun-27-2024-statewide-call-diablo-canyon-built-on-13-faults-cracked-pressure-vessel-what-could-go-wrong/
https://youtu.be/fA2yZgT8Ads?feature=shared
https://cacommunityenergy.org/portfolio-item/2024-09-26-statewide-call-biderectional-ev-charging/

Torre-Bueno proposed an alternative where locally generated solar energy can charge EVs during
the day, and Vehicle-to-Home (V2H) technology can supply power to homes at night, offering a
more affordable path to decarbonizing the grid.

Watch the Replay on YouTube

Advocacy Efforts:

Our advocacy for rooftop solar and community microgrids remained a priority. We worked
tirelessly with other advocacy groups to push back against policies that undermine these crucial
decentralized energy systems.

Looking Ahead

As we move into 2025, we are more determined than ever to push forward our vision for a clean,
resilient, and equitable energy future. Our expanded Steering Committee and strengthened
member engagement will allow us to launch bold new campaigns that reflect the urgency of the
climate crisis and the need for local energy solutions. With the continued support of our allies,
we are confident that together we can create lasting change for our communities.

We are actively planning to engage and mobilize our membership while increasing funding and
strengthening our community connections through social media, outreach, and education.
Though the specifics will be shaped at CACE’s 2024 Strategic Planning Retreat, our campaign
aims to address the outdated decentralized energy structure that currently hinders the realization
of our Vision Statement:

“The California Alliance for Community Energy envisions a community-based and democratized
energy system that promotes affordable, resilient, local renewable energy resources, prioritizing
low-income communities that have historically suffered from inequitable access to essentials
such as affordable energy and a healthy environment.”

Our action plan will align with our new Mission Statement:

“The California Alliance for Community Energy utilizes the knowledge, expertise, and
commitment of its members to promote a more equitable, affordable, reliable, and resilient clean
energy future. We seek collaboration with other organizations to educate Californians on the
environmental, economic, and social justice benefits that arise from clean, locally controlled, and
community-determined energy solutions, particularly for communities whose needs have been
historically overlooked or undermined.”

We invite all who share our vision for immediate reform of the state’s energy system to join us in
providing local, affordable, renewable, and resilient energy resources for all communities.


https://youtu.be/3jQfb9Bs35I?feature=shared

We look forward to another year of growth, innovation, and advocacy as we continue to fight for
a fairer, more sustainable energy future for all.



